WHAT    THE    PEOPLE    DID    NOT    KNOW

told him that it was not his duty to give me this disagree-
able information, that it was a matter exclusively for the
Spanish Chief of the Air Force. He smiled, and called the
office of the Air Force Command, so that they should
inform me on this point. They replied in writing, stating
in a somewhat ambiguous way that I could not count on
having the aircraft which I had anticipated. I imme-
diately went to the War Ministry and told the Minister
what had happened, convinced that a Governmental crisis
was imminent. Actually on the following day Largo
Caballero's Cabinet resigned and another was formed
under Dr. Negrin.

The Communist Party had scored a political success,
although to do so it had had to use its whole influence to
prevent the action against Merida, which would have
undoubtedly been a triumph for the Republican Army.
They had succeeded in bringing down Senor Largo
Caballero, who would not reconcile himself to their
audacities, and they had put Dr. Negrin in his
place, for the latter was well suited to assist the
development of their political and military programme.

As a matter of fact in the first days of July the offensive
against Brunete which had been twice forbidden by the
General Staff began. Its result was completely negative.
There were 15,000 dead, and the defence lines were
straightened, which put them in a much more tentative
position than before, so that from then until the end of
the war it was necessary to use twice as much infantry and
artillery in their defence.
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